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ERASMUS AULONITA, 
Stiling Himſelſ 


Biſhop, in AR CAD IA. 


My Lord, 

O T even Theodore king of Corſica could be 
poorer than your /ord/hip, when you firſt 
made your app=arance, amongſt ſome certain people, 
as a biſhop of the Greek church. Happy had it been 
for that unfortunate monarch, had he been poſſeſſed 
of your lordſhip's ſagacity; he had perhaps now been 
alive, inſtead of dying of a broken heart, under cir- 
cumſtances of the deepeſt poverty and diſtreſs. The 
ſteps your lordſhip took to relieve your wants, were 
worthy yourſelf; and we doubt not but your ap- 
pearance and tranſactions, while in England, will 
be remembered till #navery itſelf ſhall be aboliſhed, 

and credulity {leep ſecure from its devouring maw. 
Had your /ord/hip concealed your abilities as an 
author “, and had your mode/ty ſo far prevailed as to 
have concealed your dignity as a biſhop, your lord/hip's 
breeches had, by this time, been hanging at the 
pawn-broker's, and we ſhould probably have ſeen 
our tail; a diſcovery, at this juncture, of no ſmall 
importance, as it might have ſaved the French king 
6000 livres, as well as prevented much miſchief : 
for by the moſt certain conjecture that can be made, 
whenever the wild beaſt t, that ſince your lordſhip's 
departure acroſs the ſeas has ravaged the Gevaudan, 
ſhall be apprehended, it will be found to be no other 


than your m_ upon all fours, * 
I am, Your Lordſhip's Moſt devoted 


Miſoſtaſis. 


* This Eraſmus publiſhed a book, which be pretended to be the 
author of, bur was not; however, by means of this book, he 
gained the reputation of a learned writer, as well as money, ſrum 
thoſe who were induced to reſpect and relieve him upon that ac- 
count, This a certain gentleman detected, and aſſured me of, 

＋ It is imagines this wild beaſt is an allegorical repreſentation 


ol the Feſuits, 


DIOTREPHES 
A N D 


OITENTO . 


Enter Diotrephes and Stentor. 


HAT! all his things in pawn, ſay 
you ? 

Stent. Yes, Sir; hardly a rag left to cover him. 

And to ſay truth, fir, he appears to be but a ſcurvy ſort 

of a biſhop. I hardly think the people will believe 

he is one. | 


Diot. I have a remedy for that] will declare he is 
one, and that his ordinations © are more valid than thoſe 
o any of the Engliſh Biſhops :” and let me fee who will 
dare to contradict me. 


Stent. Then, fir, why ſhould not I be ordained ? 


Diot. Right, my Stentor; and ſo you ſhall, Go and 
tell the 4;/bop he ſhall find me his friend, and all his things 
ſhall be taken out of pawn immediately - But harkee— 
When you are ſpeaking for yourſelf, put in a word for 
me, do——tell him I don't ſee why he ſhould not con- 
ſecrate me a Bi. 


Stent. True, fir, why not? And then, you know, you 
will be ſtill a greater man than you are but I will loſe 


no time, [ Exit Stentor. 5 
Diotrephes 


Diot. 
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TIER Diotrephes /olus. 


A#biſhop ! a biſhop ! how charming the ſound ! No 
more plain Diotrephes, but My Lord, my Lord Dio- 
trepber, your Lordihip's will and pleaſure——Then [ 
can make my Stentor a biſhoptoo, and then we can make 
others, and then who knows but a few of them toge- 
ther may make me an archbi/hop, and then the Pope 
himſelf ——-ſtay Pope did I ſay! Why may not I be 
a Pope? Pope, Papa, is a harmleſs word, it is only La- 
tin for Father, and why not Pope of the Methodiſts, as 
well as Father of the Methodiſts ? for this I am And 
then my lawn ſleeves! but how can I wear theſe ? Why 
not, as well as Stentor wear the habit of an Zngli/h Cler- 

man ? There 1s juſt as good reaſon for my wearing the 
abit of an Engliſh Biſh Adieu, then, ye pitiful 
Bands and Claſſes, ye ſhall be no more heard of, but me- 
tamorphoſed into Archdeaconries and Deaconries No 
more Conferences, we will call them Convocations, yea, 
and Conwocations they ſhall be, too; and then, inſtead 
of preſiding over a few ſhabby lay Preachers at a Con- 


ference, I may lord it over our ordained brethren in Con- 


wocation, and bye and bye we will call it a Conclave— 
I am in raptures with the ſcheme ! [ /ngs. 


AIR. To the Tune of, O what pleaſures, &c. 


O what pleaſures will abound, 
When I am a biſhop found ; 

O what Flattery 

At the Foundery, 
When I am a biſhop found 


O how courted Pall I be ! 
O what crowds will kneel to me 
O what, &c. 


Enter Stentor in a Gown and Caſſock. 


Stent. Well, fir, I am ordained ; but it ſeems there is 
no great honour got by it, | 


Diot. How ſo? 
Stent. 


(|. 


Stent. Why, fir, brother Maggot the Cheeſemonger, 
brother Smut the Blackſmith, brother Pinch the Shoe- 
maker, brother Vici the Tallowchandler, brother Trap 
the Rat-catcher, and brother Shri vel the Taylor, are or- 
dained as well as myſelf; and ſiſter Heelpiece, the Cob- 
ler's wife, if ſhe could have huddled on her huſband's 
clothes time enough, would have been ordained into the 
bargain *., 

Diot. Blockheads! but Pl ſpoil their ſport ; for I'll 
order the people to believe your ordination valid, and 
theirs not. 

Stent, What, fir, tho? the ſame man ordained us all? 

Diot. Yes, I will ; and if they themſelves don't allow 
what I ſay, I will turn them out of zhe Society. If I ſet 
up a Cabbage Stalk, and bid them obey it, they know 
they muſt. 

Stent. Well, fir, I leave it all to you—But, fir, in re- 
gard to making you a biſhop, he ſays he can't do it, 
unleſs three biſhops were preſent | 

Diot. O what a diſappointment ! Well, we muſt make 
the beſt of a bad bargain. 

Stent. And I'm afraid bad will be the beſt; for I have 
been juſt told of a ſcrape we are likely to get into. 

Diot. What's that, Szentor? I'll warrant I'll help you out. 

Stent. Why, that if I adminiſter the Sacrament without 
being ordained according to the uſage of the Church of 
England, I am liable to forfeit 100/. for each time. 

Diot. Not ſo—Did not ſome of our Lay Preachers ad” 


miniſter the ſacrament at Noræuich for 7 years together» 
and it never coſt them a farthing— a dlot is no . blot, 


till it is hit. 


* This alludes to the ſpirit and temper of ſome of the women 
among the methodiſts, who take upon themſelves to be leaders and 
te:chers ; and one of them, it is ſ:id, actually preached at the 
Foundery. 

Steat. 
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Stent. True, ſir; but ſuppoſe this blot ſnould be hit, 
what then ? 


Diot. What then? Why then turn D;/enter, and the 
Act of Toleration will bear you out. - 


Stent. Diſſenter, I am no Difſenter ; how then can I 
ſay I am, and appear what I am not? 


Diot. Juſt as well as many others of our Brethren, who 
are licenſed as Diſſenters, and yet are as faſt churchmen 
as any in England—beſides, you may as well object to 
wearing the Habit of an Engliſh Clergyman, and appear- 
ing as one, becauſe you have not received Engliſh ordi- 
nation. 

Stent. Great Sir, you have a moſt happy faculty of 
anſwering objections, and have a moſt compendious 
way of proving yourſelf in the right on all occafions—. 
What pity is it Dr. Greeks can't as eaſily perſuade him- 
ſelf that he has as good power to conſecrate you a Biſhop 
of the Church of England, as me a Preſbyter ? 

Dior. Well, let us conſole ourſelves with my laſt new 
favourite Air—Come, III begin. 


DUET. To the ſame Tune. 


Diot. O bar pleaſures would abound, 
Stent. Had you been @ Biſhop found. 


Diot. O what Flattery 
At the Foundery. 
Both. Had I been a Biſhop found, 
Had you been a Biſhop found. 


Diet. Dear Stentor, I did not know you had ſo good 
à VOICE. 


Stent. That, amongſt my other qualifications , ren- 
dered me worthy of the gown. I wiſh I had thought of 


* Perſonal defects ought never to be the ſubjets of Satire, un- 
leſs when perſons who labour under them, thruſt themſelves into 
employments, which thoſe very defects render them totally unſit 
for, as in the caſe before us, then what was before an object of 
pity, become ridiculous. 


ſinging 


=" N-Y 

finging-to the two biſhops who refuſed me ordinatine 
ſome time ago; I do verily think they would have beetf 
aſhamed to have rejected me. 

Diot. Unqueſtionably—for a man who ſings as you 
do, mult be an cloquent preacher. 

Stent. I won't commend myſelf, but let them ſay what 
elie they will of me, I think my voice will make'its way. 


Dios. True, brother; and fince that is the caſe, clear 
up your pipes, and try if you can't ſing Fifhop Greeko 


into cornphanee with my requeſt; for why | ſhould not 
be a Big, tne-Foundery à Cathedral, and you now my 
Hels, and bye and b,e my Succeſſor, I cannot find out. 


80 et us. Sev go. and try what we can do with this ſame 
ſcrup go Gree#o. 
Stent. He is a ſhabby Grete, that's the tank on't; 


but if he has a grain of taite for muſic, I will ſing him 
into compliance, or P11 be content to bray like- a * all 
the days of my life! 

Dio. Ah! my 1 Stentor “ I am fred with the 
thought! 


\ 


Exeunt, ſinging 
O awhat pleaſures will abound, &c. 
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